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Recovery of Medical Costs for Asbestos Diseases (Wales) Bill

Thank you for your letter of 18 November about the ABI’s concerns about the
Recovery of Medical Costs for Asbestos Diseases (Wales) Bill.

As | explained in my letter to you of 1May, my statutory function as Presiding Officer
in respect of the National Assembly’s legislative competence for a Bill is to express
my decision, on or before the Bill’s introduction into the Assembly, as to whether its
provisions are within competence or not. After that point, whether a Bill proceeds
and whether and how it is amended, is a matter for political debate and decision in
the Assembly.

Your letter does not appear to raise any substantive new points for me.
Nevertheless, as | did with our previous exchange, | will make this correspondence
available to Assembly Members, as background to their Stage 3 consideration.

| am also copying your letter and my reply for information to the Member in Charge
of the Bill, Mick Antoniw AM, the Minister for Health and Social Services, Professor
Mark Drakeford AM, and the Counsel General.
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Rosemary Butler AM
Presiding Officer
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